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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith, 
Jr. et al (US 5,982,456). 

Claim 12: 
Smith discloses: 

A video production switcher (see Fig. 1 , col. 3 lines 40-41 ), comprising: 

"an integrated digital video effects processor having processing elements", see 

col. 4 lines 52-67; 

"one or more keyers", see col. 2 lines 51-52, col. 4 lines 10-11; 
"one or more mixers", see Fig. 1 items 24, 38; 
"one or more effects devices", see Fig. 1 items 24, 38, 36; and 
"routing elements", see Fig. 1 items 28, 32, 34, 12; 

"wherein the digital video effects processor has a dedicated connection from the 
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keyers, the mixers, the effects devices, and the routing elements to the processing 

elements of the digital video effects processor", see Fig. 1 items 30, 32, 34, 28. 

Claim 13 is disclosed, see col. 4 lines 12-32. 

Claim 14 is disclosed, see col. 3 lines 6-27. 

Claims 15-18 are disclosed, see col. 4 lines 6-67, col. 3 lines 6-27. 

Claim 19 is disclosed, see Fig. 1 items 38. 

Claims 20, 21 are disclosed, see col. 3 line 58 to col. 4 line 63. 

Claim 22 is disclosed, see col. 3 lines 51-65, col. 4 lines 21-27. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

4. Regarding claim 12, the Applicants argue on pages 5 and 6 of the REMARKS 
that Smith fails to disclose at least the limitation "wherein the digital video effects 
processor has a dedicated connection from the keyers, the mixers, the effects devices, 
and the routing elements to the processing elements of the digital video effects 
processor", because "the cited reference (Smith) does not disclose any direct 
connection between the DVE unit 30 and the internal mixing and keying elements" and 
the Applicants cited several portions of the specification (see the REMARKS page 6 

» » 

second paragraph) to show support for the claimed invention. These arguments are not 
persuasive, because no direct connection is claimed in claim 12, as argued by the 
Applicants, and Fig. 1 of Smith clearly shows dedicated connection from the elements of 
Fig. 1 to the processing elements of the digital video effects processor, as claimed and 
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as pointed out in the rejection. And furthermore, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (see REMARKS page 6 second paragraph lines 5-13) are not recited in 
the rejected claim 12. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

5. Regarding claim 14, Smith teaches "recalled" as claimed and as pointed out in 
the rejection, because of the processing going on in Smith's disclosure that required 
communication between the microprocessor/software and memories for generating 
special effects (see again col. 3 lines 6-27). 

6. Regarding claim 15, Smith teaches combined (composited) video inputs signals 
to produce desired video output signals (see again col. 3 lines 6-19), hence the claimed 
invention as claimed is disclosed as pointed out in the rejection. 

7. Regarding claim 16, Smith teaches "video within the keyers is routed directly to 
digital video effects processor, and a resultant video is re-inserted into the keyers" as 
claimed and as pointed out in the rejection, because smith teaches digital video 
production switcher for processing video signals and generating special effects video 
output signals that required keying, mixing, composition, routing, and also re-insertion in 
order to provide the special effects (see again col. 3 lines 6-27). 

8. Regarding claim 17, Smith teaches dedicated keying resources to composite 
effects and transitions, and user determination as claimed and as pointed out in the 
rejection (see further col. 4 lines 10-32, col. 3 lines 6-27, col. 1 lines 20-37). 
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9. Regarding claim 18, Smith is not silent regarding a user interface, as agued by 
the Applicants, Smith clearly teaches a user interface as claimed and as pointed in the 
rejection (see further col. 4 lines 14-20). 

10. Regarding claim 20, "recall" is already addressed in claim 14, and Smith also 
teaches simultaneous operation as claimed, because of the multitasking operation 
happening in Smith's disclosure. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 21 , contrary to the Applicants' arguments, Smith teaches pre- 
layering of effects, or the use of dedicated keying resources to composite a resultant 
digital effect, as claimed in claim 21, and already addressed in claims 15, 17. 

Conclusion 

1 2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean W. Desir whose telephone number is (571) 272 
7344. The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9 - First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272 7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

* 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JWD 

Feb. 18, 08 




DAVID OMETZ 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



